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H. G. Wells, 1866 - 1946



H. G. Wells, aged 10



H. G. Wells, Outline of History, 1920



H. G. Wells, Work, Wealth and Happines of Mankind, 1932



Before the present writer lie half a dozen books, and there 
are good indexes to three of them. He can pick up any one of 
these six books, refer quickly to  a statement, verify a 
quotation, and go on writing. ... Close at hand are two 
encyclopedias, a biographical dictionary, and other books of 
reference. 

Wells, Outline of History, 1920





Classification of knowledge in the Encyclopédie, c.1750



Classification of knowledge in the World Brain, 1938



The general public has still to realize 
how much has been done in this field 
and how many competent and 
disinterested men and women are giving 
themselves to this task. The time is 
close at hand when any student, in any 
part of the world, will be able to sit with 
his projector in his own study at his or 
her own convenience to examine any
book, any document, in an exact replica. 

- World Brain, 1938



Burning of the Library of 
Alexandria

The Palace of Green Porcelain 
-- The Time Machine, 1895



Vannevar Bush, 1890 - 1971



Vannevar Bush, c.1905















J.C.R. Licklider, 1915 - 1990  



The SAGE Project, 1949-62 

Direction Center at McGuire Air Force Base, New York







Man-Computer Symbiosis, 1960





Project MAC at MIT

- Scientific American, 1966



Douglas Engelbart at the National Computer Conference, San Francisco, 1965



Arpanet in 1971



Grolier Encyclopedia on CD-ROM, c.1985 



The first web page, CERN 1991



Wellsian indexers at Yahoo in 1994
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