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Portrait of Thomas Hurst 
Benjamin Vandergucht, 1782 
The College of Optometrists (BOA Museum) 



 

  



 

  



 

  

F. A. Bateman spectacles            
 
          1951 
 

Everywoman (above) 
 

Good Housekeeping (left) 



 

  



A look at the stats… 

 

• 22.5 million 18-60 year olds in the UK (65% of this age-
group) wear some form of corrective eyewear. 

 

• 62% of adults living in the UK wear spectacles, whilst only 
14% wear contact lenses. 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Britain's Eye Health in Focus 

A study of consumer attitudes and behaviour  

towards eye health  

(The College of Optometrists, 2010) 
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Diary of ‘Parson’ 
James Woodforde 
2nd May 1793: 
 
…he will not however 
wear Spectacles at all. 
He cannot bear to 
appear old… 
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Old Lady with Bonnet and Spectacles 

Alfred Mudge (floruit.1862-1883) 



Admiral Collingwood 

Engraved by W. 

Finden, 1810 

after a painting by 

Giuseppe Politi, 1807 



Admiral Rainier 

attributed to Arthur 

William Devis,1805 



US National Archives, 1944 Bundesarchiv, photo by Hoffmann, 1932 



• Those of Asian and African-Caribbean descent are less likely 
to wear corrective eyewear than those of white descent. 

 

• 13% of spectacles-wearers confess to having driven without 
their prescription glasses when they should have worn them 

 

 

  Source: Britain's Eye Health in Focus 
A study of consumer attitudes and behaviour  

towards eye health  
(The College of Optometrists, 2010) 
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Title 30pt bold 

Bono (b.1960) 

painted in 

February 2012 

by artist René 

Romero Schuler 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/23/Bono_by_Artist_Ren%C3%A9_Romero_Schuler.jpg
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Harold Lloyd 

(1893-1971) in a 

still from the 

silent film I Do 

1921 
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St Jerome in His 
Study 
After Domenico 
Ghirlandaio 
 17th c. copy of a 
15th century 
fresco from 
Florence. 
 
The College of 
Optometrists 
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The Holy Family with 
the Infant St John the 
Baptist 
 
Cornelius Bloemaert, 
17th century print 
after the painting 
known as The 
Montalto Madonna 
by Annibale Carracci, 
c.1598 



1583: The Gnalic Shipwreck, Croatia, 

recovered 1966-74 and 1996 
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R. Archer & Sons Ltd 
1939 

Nuremberg-type single wire 

construction spectacles 17th-18th c. 
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The Misers 

Style of David Ryckaert III, 16th-17th c. 
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The Money 

Changers 

Marinus van  

Reymerswaele, 

  

18th c. copy after a 

16th c. Flemish 

original 



Soo de Oude Songhen Soo Pepen de Jongen ('As the Old 

Sang, so the Young Pipe') 
 

After Jacob Jordaens, late 17th c. copy 
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St Jerome in His Study 
after Joos van Cleve and Marinus 
van Reymerswaele,  
possibly  16th century 



St Jerome Reading 
Georges de la Tour 
c.1623 
The Royal Collection 
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A Venetian Procurator 
Style of Palma 
Giovane, supposedly 
after Tintoretto, 
Circa 1610-1620 
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R. Archer & Sons Ltd 
1939 

Scarlett-type spectacles with sides c.1730 
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“Visual Glasses – Vulgarly called spectacles” 



A Certain Cure 
J. C. Horsley 
c.1850 
 
 

2010: four out of ten spectacle 
wearers admitted they 
sometimes use an old pair when 
they can’t find their current pair 
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Goldoni-type shades, Venetian c.1790 
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‘Franklin’ split bifocals, English c.1800 
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A Spanish Gentleman 
Jose Buzo Caceres 
1832 
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R. Archer & Sons Ltd 
1939 



Cartier 

‘Santos’ range  

1987 
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1930s studio 
photograph of a 
woman wearing 
pince-nez 
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Phantom rimless spectacles  
R. Archer & Sons Ltd 
1939 

Invisibles, Jura region of France, c.1850 
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Phantom rimless spectacles  
R. Archer & Sons Ltd 
1939 



Meg Griffin 



Contact 
Lenses 
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CIBA Vision 
(UK) Ltd 
2009 
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CIBA Vision 
(UK) Ltd 
2009 
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CIBA Vision 
(UK) Ltd 
2009 
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CIBA Vision 
(UK) Ltd 
2009 

‘Harry Potter’ glasses by Savile Row 
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(UK) Ltd 
2009 

Christian Dior 
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CIBA Vision 
(UK) Ltd 
2009 

Christian Dior 

Mary Quant, 1975 
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Rodenstock, Germany, 
advertising 1960 



Not available to wear…. 



Not much use even if worn…. 



One last look at the stats… 

 

•  11% (3.8 million adults) believe there is no difference 

between different pairs of sunglasses other than the 

price 

• 10%, (3.5 million adults) see sunglasses as purely a 

fashion statement. 

 

 
 

 

Source: Britain's Eye Health in Focus 

A study of consumer attitudes and behaviour  

towards eye health  

(The College of Optometrists, 2010) 



Psychology of Colour…. 

Elle Wild by Kirk Originals, 2003 



“Glasses are a handicap” 

 

•  1971 – 33% of Dutch respondents said ‘Ja’ 
 

• 1989 –    3% of Dutch respondents said ‘Ja’ 
 

Source: Oculus  51 (4), Amsterdam 



15 minutes of 

fame… 

 

5 minutes of 

intelligence…. 



Fashion spectacles 

The ‘fashions-in-spectacles’ idea is not a frivolous 
cult conceived solely with the idea of selling more 
spectacles, although this is frequently an 
incidental result. It is an idea based on the fact 
that, if people can be persuaded to enjoy wearing 
spectacles, more people will be persuaded to take 
care of their eyes. 

  

W. E. Hardy, foreword to the first  

ever Wiseman Frames catalogue, 1933 

 
              Gratuitous plug for my book on the subject! 



 

 

The College of Optometrists 

http://www.college-optometrists.org  

 

British Optical Association Museum 

http://www.musEYEum.org  

 

Look after your eyes 

http://www.lookafteryoureyes.org  

http://www.college-optometrists.org/
http://www.college-optometrists.org/
http://www.college-optometrists.org/
http://www.museyeum.org/
http://www.lookafteryoureyes.org/

