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Huge beams and joists from the
original Roman quay in the Pool
of London were yesterday lifted
from the site where they have
lain for about 1,700 years, pre-
served in Thames clay.

The site beside the Customs
House' in Lower .Thames Street
is being redeveloped and
archaeologists employed by
Guildhall had their last day
there to remove what they could
before the bulldozers and pile-
drivers move in. The timber was
sunk in the moat of the Jewel
House beside the Houses of
Parliament to prevent it from
drying and deteriorating. There
experts will be able to examine
and preserve it at Jeisure.

With the possible exception of
the Roman wharf at Dover
excavated by the Victorians, this
is the finest wooden quay

Archaeological report
Roman quay: Beams recovered after 1.700 years

recovered from anywhere in the
Roman Empire. The great
Roman harbours at Ostia and
LeFt:s Magna were more specta-
cular, bur they were built of
stone. In Londinium the nearest
stone for building was many
miles away, and so the Romans
built with timber. The mud has
preserved it almost intact.

The box structure sbout 40ft
long by 12fr wide where the
galleys tied up is of particular
interest for the light it sheds on
the arcane subject of ancieni
carpentry. It includes magnifi
cent examples of half-lap joints,
splayed bare-face soffit tenons,
and other contrivances of the
Roman carpenters

To judge from pottery found
on the site the quay appears (o
date from the end of the second
century AD. Dendrochronology
measurement of the spaces be-
tween the annual rings in the

timber, and its comparison by
computer with weather tables,
may provide a more precise
date.

The excavation also un-
covered a large braced wooden
structure of the thirteenth cen-
tury, whose function is still
obscure. It might have been a
tidal mill. This is particularly
ineresting because it provides a
rare example of medieval mor-
tise-and-tenon work and other
techniques that will enable
specialists to trace the evolution
of carpentry joints. Balks of this
medieval structure have also
been removed to the moat of the
Jewel House.

Mr Tim Tatton-Brown, of the
Institute of Archaeology, who is
supervising the dig, said vester-
day, as the crane hoisted beams
out of their glutinous bed : “ We
should like to have taken more.
but the beams are enormously

Photo Removed

heavy, and we have ne more
time."” ;

The foundation of the original
stone Customs House -of the
fourteenth  century, where

haucer worked, was also un.
covered and a wooden drain
removed from it for preserva-
tion.

When the remains of Lon-
don's original waterfront have
been examined and preserved
thev will probably be recon-
structed in the new London
Museum, or perhaps in a dis
plav on their original site.
Meanwhile the archaelogists
hope, when Billingsgate market
is redeveloped in the next few
vears, to uncover, just upstream
from the Roman quay, the re-
mains of the Roman and Saxon
bridges across the Thames.

By Philip Howard
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Roman London Londinium

AD 47 new foundation
AD 60 destroyed in native uprising

AD 60-75 rebuilt: new public buildings
forum & basilica, bath-houses,
amphitheatre, PORT begins

AD 85-120 major expansion: BRIDGE;
enlarged forum, PORT



3 (FAR LEFT)
The Thames formed a boundary
between warring tribes

4
The Iron-Age tribes of southern

Britam at the time of the Claudian
invasion:
BRIGANTES
PARISI
CORITANI
DECEANGLI
ORDOVICES
CORNOVII
ICENI
TRINOVANTES
CATEVALLAUNI
DOBUNNI
SILURES
DEMETAE
13 DUMNONII
14 DUROTRIGES
ATREBATES
CANTIACI
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Map 1 The pavition of the Ciry of Lowdun in the
Thames valley. [ron Age sites are predominantly v the
wert af ebe Cary, or-on the surronmdiog gr.:rw.!':.
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prebusoric trackways. There mugor rowser all surveee ay
major roads today.

Tremie .-J'ge' .'il?l'ﬂu;:l.l;n: Ferorded - I'_'.I!r.rll.i'

Riman deporits recarded L4 Lanclos clay
Iron Age coin board .2 Bowlider clay
" Remian coin hpargd .5'.-'mr."dm-|’gr.-nw'

SRR fomraw raadiide viflap) [ ki







THE GUARDIAI\ lllh Nov I98|

The Rﬁ-._a "_'ans London brldge found

By Martin Walker  ~ © oo —— e Themes, at wauum:tar._
HUB of . the- Roman . : -Iﬂ., . T They pl’amu thesr aew Bott

irgin land, at the A
Enpire in Britain; the site of | on_ ¥ > Pt
the - vital: bridge acrofa the "iﬂle“ n.'nrinm rm%?” E."wl.t!i ;
li}irerh'l‘hmns. has at 1} . k B B m.
R T '
L il ok f ¥ i 2 .Q
e S ) & E""ﬂm
el oW raflc o . A

Upper Thames Street, hus : Iﬂllﬂ riet
cleared up “the last great %

of Ropan Londen™

by the dan
Bridge of tnd . and- adigin-
ing the site af -the (37
Loadon Bmige wilth -t elus-
tering sho :m.!g.!.

o _
Famn, dirm!j;r nnrul to the site
of the prest forum, on the
Jine of what & now Fish Hill
8t. And ot sight acres, that
forum wes almost four f

the size of Trafelgar Sqoare.
Iis great bosilice was the
Roman  Empire’s  largost
Ipullding nnrth of the Alps

ril was almost ecl-

teinly part of the rebuildin
of London nfter Bogdicea’
revolt in AD 80, but may,
ust. conceivably have heen

ullt, in Ihe decade before
her revoll, which. saw  the
- start of the consiruction o
the great riverfront whir
system. -~

The bridge pier has been
found on a site helns Lir!
develoged by English - Pro-

"’5“:
™

the archaeg-  square mk beoms to invesil-  aboul the erigins of Landon, RTurty Corporation

looks rather pgate the hox itself, Unlike most Koman towns, it P

 log ezllin.. a 4T s mgt yn_}‘ng‘g - did not grow from the civi-  Isstitotion, and Hr (a
- : L R - R 2 » . i!-’

in giving the
Hmeg}nr their
d a grant of

¢ hnﬂge nll{l"
& Bilain_gs;me




ding 1




KEY
= Probable linc of road
“9¢ Probable line of bridge
W% Arca of occupation
1 Major building
B  Building
1 Basilica




C2nd: enlarged Forum & Basilica




Walbrook

[ Major building
B Buildi
1 Basilica

Southwark
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Walbrook industrial zone

THE GLASS WORKERS
OF ROMAN LONDON

John Shepherd and Angela Wardle

Roman pottery
production in the
Walbrook valley

Excavations al 20-38 Mooegate,
City of Lendon, 190982000

Fiora Seeley and Jomes. Drurmmmond-Muerirg
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Tidal mills on Walbrook
and River Fleet
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Arghnealogy Service

Roman Southwark

settlement and economy

Excavations in Southwark 1973-91

Aicmagnlagy Service
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Attantic
Ocean

Classis Britannica CL BR

troop transport; cursus publicus;

ship-building; harbour construction;
stone-quarrying; bricks; iron industry



ALDERMAT
SOLARE

Gare-house 71

Internal turret

KEY :
m - Woall recorded

== Wall presumecd

\ Diiich

Roman roa




-'-'_ "\-.J: xL\{"tx.x‘] t}-.h]-ln.“i‘rh\ T e et | gt \s‘r-\.\, C ]\,}.r o {""\I"'

} h] ]k.uf- ”---"T‘f‘H-L{ \P\E‘L\.\\n]ﬁLr‘kt‘-'t"" .
[y bomerqrnr (s e Slie rore i
= fr HES t"l""l-\\ k"‘:‘t\\éx [—‘T'l..\'[-r ‘h“ T ‘L ]'._" ("“ &

“-'i. L \.\.{\_\T-ﬁl.l

19 o SRS ‘t‘u“ w ur}i».‘r\-cr F[‘T‘Q‘ﬁ"T “‘}‘J
T'T“g-rn. n.u:r. T‘n.‘n..‘\.‘l.‘rh x(J".’.‘)w T AN
P AR (e ey A

\.\]\u]\f‘ (\[_T\ WARATH \T.n

ku.)\‘r BT o = _'.“il..

':\l"'u -:rt ;\u.;'..* L T T e T \"F’
frife 7







Roman London Londinium
AD 200 Landward city wall built

AD 250-450 settlement contracts, but
private housing high-quality

AD 250-300 Public buildings demolished:
HARBOURWORKS dismantled

AD270-300 RIVERSIDE WALL built
AD 350+ defences strengthened

AD 457+ settlement abandoned



. [
Newgate ' | 7

Bishopsgate










Quays dismantled:
warehouses abandoned
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Provincial

capitals:

1 York
(Eburacum)

2 London
(Londinium)

Provincial
capitals:
1 York
(Eburacum)
2 Lincoln
(Lindum)
3 Cirencester
(Corinium)
. 4 London
. (Londinium)
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Dhiagram thowing Rowan waterfront develupsnent from the firit contury (71, to the mid thend B eafiter cukdch the verride
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Barbarian invasions:
Londinium abandoned c. AD 457




For the province and the port,
Britannia’s Brexit from the
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