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Discovered Distance 

(AU) 

Diameter 

(km) 

1  Ceres 1801 2.77 940 

2 Pallas  1802 2.77 520 

3 Juno 1804 2.67 230 

4 Vesta  1807 2.36 530 

5 Astraea 1845 

6 Hebe 1847 

7 Iris  1847 

8 Flora 1847 
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Size of asteroids (km)  

Number 

Number
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75% C-type (carbon rich) 

– dark 

– outer asteroid belt 

– water-rich clay-like minerals 

15% S-type (silicate)   

– iron, magnesium silicates 

– bright 

– inner asteroid belt 

M-type (metallic) 

– nickel-iron, some silicate 

– inner to middle asteroid belt 

V-type (volcanic basalt) 
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Definition of a planet 

Anything in orbit about the Sun… 

… which is large enough to be round … 

… and which has cleared the 

neighbourhood around its orbit. 
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THE NEXT BIG  QUESTIONS… 


